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Summary  of  Statistics. 


* 

AREA  OK  THE  DISTRICT 


POPULATION 


NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 


NUMBER  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  HOUSE 


NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 


RATEABLE  VALUE 


SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE 


236,649  acres. 


25,850 


7,447 


617 


3.5 


371 


318 


"$64,353 


£239  11s.  lid. 


REPORT 


o 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 


On  reviewing  the  statistics  given,  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  it  has  been  a good  year  for  the  health  of  the  area,  with  the 
exception  of  a small  epidemic  of  Measles  which  occurred  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  chiefly  in'  the  South  Ward.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease. 


Deaths  from  all  causes  dropped  from  362  last  year  to  318  and 
the  number  of  births  increased  from  353  to  371  making  the  birth  rate 
slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  County,  but  lower  than  the  rate  for  the 
whole  country. 

I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest 
and  support  during  the  year  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
two  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  efficient  way  thev  have 
carried  out  their  duties  and  for  their  help  and  loyal  co-operation  in 
the  work  of  the  Department.  I also  wish  to  thank  the  Officials  and 
Stall'  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

GLADYS  M.  HERBERT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

358 

176  ' 

182 

Illegitimate 

13 

5 

8 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

371 

181 

190 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

9 

6 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

9 

6 

3 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Death  Rates  and  Case  Rates. 

BIRTH  RATES  : 


* 

Llandilo 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C. 

England 
& Wales. 

London. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population 

14.35 

14.08 

15.5 

17.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  total  births 

- 

t 

23.68 

21.54 

22.4 

21.0 

INFANT  DEATHS : 


Under  4 weeks. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 


Legitimate 

6 

5 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 

6 


O 

Under  1 year. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

... 

11 

9 

2 

Illegitimate 

... 

1 

1 

0 

INFANT  DEATH  RATES : 

\ 

* 

Llandilo 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C. 

England 
& Wales. 

London. 

All  causes  under  1 year 

1 

... ! 32.34 

1 

| 34.48 

• 1 

| 26.8  | 
1 

24.8 

All  causes  under  4 weeks 

j 

...  18-88 
1 

| 

22.85 

1 

i 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 


Llandilo 

England 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

& Wales. 

Number  of  Deaths 

1 

•1 

3 

525 

Deaths  per  1,000  Live 
and  Still  Rirths 

0.03 

l 

1 

1.2 

1 

0.76 

Deaths  in  1953. 


Number  of  Deaths  R.D.C. 

318 

Total 

318 

DEATH  RATES : 

Llandilo 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C. 

England 
& Wales., 

London. 

All  Causes 

...  12.26 

12.96 

11.4 

12.5 

* 
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Number  of  Deaths  from  each  Disease. 

WITH  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION. 


X 

Male. 

Female. 

Rates. 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0.00 

Influenza 

0 

1 

0.03 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

5 

3 

0.31 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

0.00 

Bronchitis 

6 

7 

0.50 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

0 

0.11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

14 

1 

0.70 

Cancer 

22 

22 

1.70 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

0.03 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

18 

27 

1.73 

Coronary  Disease 

23 

12 

1.35 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

4 

2 

0.23 

Other  Heart  Disease 

35 

48 

3.21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

7 

0.46 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

0 

0.03 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

0 

1 

0.03 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

2 

0.23 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

0.15 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

1 

0.03 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

2 

0.19 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

0.03 

Hoad  accidents 

10 

0 

0.38 

Suicide 

1 

2 

0.11 

Other  Defined  and  Hide  lined  Diseases 

12 

4 

0.62 

All  Causes 

176 

318 

142 

12.26 
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Deaths  from  Cancer. 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER : 

Males — 22.  Females — 22.  Total — 44. 


Site. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Stomach 

8 

4 

12 

Colon  and  Rectum 

4 

5 

9 

Pancreas 

2 

0 

2 

Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Breast 

— 

4 

4 

Uterus  and  Ovaries 

— 

4 

4 

Lungs 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Sites 

6 

5 

11 

TOTAL 

...  22 

...  22 

44 

DEATH  RATE  FROM  CANCER  : 


Llandilo  R.D.C. — 1.70. 


C.C.C.— 2.0. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 


257  Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received 
There  was  a small  epidemic  of  Measles — 207  cases 
area.  There  were  no  deaths. 

during  the  year, 
occurring  in  the 

Disease. 

Number. 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

Measles 

207 

Pneumonia 

22 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

Diphtheria 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

Cerehro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

Weil’s  Disease 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

Paratyphoid 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

Food  Poisining 

1 

TOTAL 


...  257 


Diphtheria. 

For  the  seventh  year  in  succession  no  case  occurred  in  the  area. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  : 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  children  inoculated, 
in  particular  those  given  a reinforcing  injection  at  school.  Inoculations 
were  also  given  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  by  Local  General  Prac- 
titioners at  their  Surgeries. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during 
follows  : — • 

0 — 5 years  who  completed  full  primary  course 
5 — 14  years  who  completed  full  primary  course 
Number  who  received  a “reinforcing”  injection 


Food  Poisoning. 

Only  one  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year.  This 
occurred  in  an  elderly  woman  who  consumed  a small  portion  of  tinned 
meat  and  collapsed  a few  hours  later.  She  was  admitted  to  hospital 
where  Salmonella  organisms — Typhi  Murium  and  "Osnabruch,  were  isol- 
ated. 


the  year  was  as 

228 

61 

280 


When  the  case  was  notified  and  investigations  made,  the  remain- 
der of  the  tinned  meat  had  been  destroyed,  so  it  was  not  possible  to 
confirm  this  as  the  source  of  the  infection. 

No  other  members  of  the  household  had  eaten  any  of  this  meat, 
and  none  were  affected. 


Tuberculosis. 

Twenty-five  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  thirty-nine  in  1952.  The  greatest  decline  was  in  the  pulmonary 
cases  notified. 


Eight  deaths  occurred,  the  same  number  as  last  year. 


Tuberculosis. 


* 


TOTAL 


12 


fi 


Mass  Radiography 

Service. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  again 

visited  the 

area  and 

was 

stationed  at  Penygroes  and  Llangadock.  A 

summary  of 

the  findings  is 

given  below  : — 

PENYGROES. 

Total  number  of  Persons  examined  Normal 

Male. 

> 

Female. 

Total. 

and  Abnormal 

528  ... 

510  ... 

1038 

Total  Number  found  to  be  Abnormal 

137  ... 

31  ... 

168 

Classification  of  Abnormal  Cases  : — 

(a)  Definite  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0 ... 

1 ... 

1 

(b)  Needing  further  observation  for 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 ... 

1 ... 

3 

(c)  Other  Abnormalities  of  the  Chest  ... 

135  ... 

29  ... 

164 

Details  of  Mass  Radiographic  Sur\ey  of  Penygroes 
General  Population. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Pneumoconiosis 

104  ... 

— 

104 

Healed  Post  Primary  P.T. 

4 ... 

9 ... 

13 

Bony  Abnormality 

6 ... 

6 ... 

12 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

8 ... 

2 ... 

10 

Healed  Primary  P.T. 

1 ... 

4 ... 

5 

Acquired  Heart  Disease 

1 ... 

4 ... 

5 

Abnormality  of  the  Diaphragm 

4 ... 

— 

4 

Basal  Fibrosis 

3 ... 

1 ... 

4 

Pleural  Thickening 

3 ... 

1 ... 

4 

Bronchiectasis  . 

1 ... 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis 

— 

1 ... 

1 

Dextrocardia 

— 

1 ... 

1 

TOTAL 

135  ... 

29  ... 

164 

13 
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LLANGADOCK. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Total  number  of  Persons  examined  Normal 
and  Abnormal 

115 

...  103  . 

..  218 

Total  Number  found  to  be  Abnormal 

17 

X 

8 . 

25 

Classifiration  of  Abnormal  Cases  : — 

(a)  Definite  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Needing  further  observation  for 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

2 

(c)  Other  Abnormalities  of  the  Chest 

15 

8 .. 

23 

0 

Details  of  Mass  Radiographic  Surv 

ey  of 

Llangadock 

General  Population. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Pneumoconiosis 

3 

— 

3 

Healed  Post  Primary  P.T. 

— 

2 ... 

2 

Bony  Abnormality 

2 

5 ... 

7 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

1 



1 

Healed  Primary  P.T. 

1 

— 

1 

Acquired  Heart  Disease 

3 

— 

3 

Basal  Fibrosis 

3 

1 ... 

4 

Pleural  Thickening 

1 

. . . 

1 

Bronchiestasis 

1 

— ... 

1 

TOTAL 


15 


8 


23 


14 


• 6 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

In  April,  emergency  action  was  taken  under  the  National  Assist- 
ance (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  to  admit  a man  of  82  years  of  age,  who 
was  living  alone  in  insanitary  conditions  in  an  underground  shelter  and 
was  sull'ering  from  grave  chronic  disease.  He  was  unable  to  care  for 
himself  and  had  no  other  person  to  care  far  him.  I offered  him  acc- 
ommodation at  Bryntirion  Hospital,  but  he  refused,  so  action  had  to  be 
taken  under  this  Act. 

In  November,  1953,  I was  notified  by  a General  Practitioner 
that  an  old  lady  of  90  years  of  age  was  living  alone  in  insanitary  con- 
ditions and  was  not  receiving  proper  care  and  attention,  i visited  and 
confirmed  this,  but  after  enquiries  I was  able  to  arrange  tor  her  to  be 
moved  and  cared  for  by  her  nephew:  so  no  action  was  required  under 
this  Act. 

Health  Education. 

During  the  winter,  several  films  dealing  with  4 'Clean  Handling, of 
Food”  and  the  “Prevention  of  Food  Poisoning”  were  shown  at  the 
Llandilo  Grammar  School. 

Invitations  were  sent  to  Members  of  the  Council,  all  Food  Shops 
in  the  area  and  to  the  Senior  pupils  at  the  school,  but  apart  from 
the  latter  the  attendance  was  disappointing. 

Details  of  Water  and  Sewerage  Schemes. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

A.  Schemes  completed  during  the  year. 

(1)  Llanfihangel  Aberbythich,  Golden  Grove  Water  Main  Extension. 

(21  Brechfa  Joint  Water  Scheme. 

("This  Scheme  was  carried  out  ic-intly  between  the  Rural  Dis- 
tricts of  Newcastle  Emlyn  and  Llandilo,  and  supplies  the  Llandilo  area 
of  the  Brechfa  Village  with  a supply  of  water  along  with  villages  in 

Newcastle  Emlyn. 

(31  Caio  Water  Scheme. 

(This  Scheme  was  completed  by  Direct  Labour  during  the  year). 
Other  numerous  small  extensions  were  carried  out  by  the 


Council. 


IS 
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B.  In  Progress  during  the  year. 

(1)  Broad  Oak  Water  Scheme. 

(This  was  carried  out  by  Direct  Labour). 

(2)  Bettws  Water  Scheme. 

(Tenders  for  this  Scheme  were  invited  during  the  latter  end 
of  1953,  and  work  actually  commenced  early  in  1954). 

C.  Awaiting  Approx  al  of  the  Ministry. 

The  following  Water  Schemes  were  awaiting  approval  on  the 
31st  December,  1953  : — 

(1)  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme. 

(2)  Cynghordy  Housing  Site  Extension. 

(3)  Crugybar  (Glanyrannell  Private  Scheme  to  be  taken  over). 

(41  Cilycwm  Water  Scheme. 

D.  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1953  : — 

(1)  Halfway  Joinl  Scheme  with  Brecnock  R.U.C. 

(2)  Rhandirmwyn  Extension  to  Nantymwyn  Terrace. 

(3)  Taking  over  of  Pantglas  Water  Supply  from  the  Welsh  Regional 

Hospital  Board. 

SEWERAGE  SCHEMES. 

A.  Schemes  completed  during  the  year. 

(1)  Ystradowen  and  Cefnbrynbrain  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(2)  Cwmgwili  and  Part  Penygroes  in  connection  with  Llanelly  R.D.C. 
(31  Gwynfe  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(4j  Twynllanan  Sewerage  Scheme. 

B.  In  Progress  during  the  year. 

Nil. 

C.  Schemes  Awaiting  Approx  a!  of  the  Ministry. 

(1)  Broad  Oak  Sewerage  Scheme. 

D.  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1953. 

(1)  Ffairfach  and  Llandilo  Urban  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(2)  Penygroes  and  Blaenau,  Gate  Road,  Capel  Hcndre  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(3)  Fferws  Hill  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(4^  Carmel  and  Pantllyn  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(51  Llansawel  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(6)  Llangadock  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(7)  Bethlehem  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(8)  Felingwm  Uchaf  Sewerage  Scheme. 

(9)  Cynghordy  Housing  Site  Sewerage  Scheme. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 


1.  INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSE  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Prose- 

cutions. 

(i)  Factor.es  in  which  sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A.’s 

7 

1 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced  by 
L.A. 

23 

' 

1 

0 

( iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 
7 is  enforced  by  L.A.  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

2 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

32 

2 

0 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 


Referred  No.  of 
To  H.M.  Prose- 
Found.  Remedied.  Inspector,  cutions 


; 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 i 1 

...  , ... 

! 

Sanitary  convenience 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 1 

i . ... 

i 

... 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

... 

► 

TOTAL 

2 2 

i 

... 

17 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  1953. 

i • 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Olley  and  Gentlemen. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Second 
Annual  Report  on  the  activities  of  your  Sanitary  Department. 


Whilst  the  Report  cannot  be  expected  to  cover  in  detail  all  fields 
of  activity,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  to  your  notice  and 
present  for  >our  information  an  outline  of  the  more  important  duties 
performed  by  the  department  during  the  year  under  review. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 

and 

Visits. 

Dairies 

...  26 

Butchers  Shops 

... 

...  28 

Cafes 

...  29 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

...  47 

Bakehouses 

...  24 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ... 

...  65 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

...  14 

Licensed  Premises 

...  33 

Schools 

... 

...  14 

Factories 

...  32 

Water  Supplies 

...  420 

Drainage 

...  386 

Piggeries 

...  9 

Public  Conveniences 

...  8 

Rodent  Destruction 

...  15 

Refuse  Disposal 

...  52 

Infectious  Diseases 

...  12 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 

...  23 

Dwelling  Houses  (Public  Health  Act) 

...  257 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act)  „ 

...  293 

Council  Houses 

...  162 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Inspections 

...  301 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous) 

...  83 

2,333 


No. 

of  Statutory  Notices  served 

. 78 

No. 

of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

. 73 

No. 

of  Preliminary  Notices  served 

. 8 

No. 

of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with 

. 8 

No. 

Complaints  made  (P.H.A.,  1936  Section  94)  .. 

. 5 

No. 

Nuisance  Orders  made 

. 5 

Water  Supply. 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES : 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  have  been  collected  from 
all  public  supplies  at  regular  intervals.  In  the  main,  these  have  proved 
to  he  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  Our  steadfast  aim  must  be, 
however  a hundred  per  cent  pure  supply  throughout  the  area  at  all 
times. 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES  : 

The  large  number  of  small  private  supplies  throughout  the  area 
is  a matter  of  considerable  concern  to  the  department.  Many  samples 
of  such  supplies  have  been  collected  for  bacteriological  examination' 
during  the  year  and  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  these  showed  an  un- 
satisfactory or  suspicious  result  on  first  analysis.  Advice  and  suggestions 
for  the  proper  collection,  protection,  etc.,  of  these  supplies  have  resulted 
in  mauy  of  them  standing  up  to  the  tests  cf  purity  on  subsequent 
analyses. 


Nevertheless,  it  will  readily  be  appreciated  that  the  proper  con- 
trol of  such  a vast  number  of  supplies  is  an  impossible  task,  and  the 
potential  danger  of  each  such  supply  to  the  health  of  those  dependent 
upon  them,  makes  it  imperative  that  everything  be  done  to  hasten  the 
realisation  of  a comprehensive  water  scheme  to  serve  the  Councils’ 
rural  areas.  The  control  of  supplies  serving  dwellings  still  outside  the 
scope  of  such  a scheme,  would  then  become  a more  practicable  prop- 
osition, and  within  a reasonably  short  time,  all  risk  and  danger  to 
health  by  the  consumption  of  water  would  be  reduced  to  an  absolute 
minimum. 


Farmers  throughout  the  area  have  continued  to  take  advantage 
of  the  grants  made  available  jby  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
for  providing  an  adequate  and  wholesome  constant  supply  of  water  to 
their  afrms,  cowsheds,  etc.,  and  during  the  year  under  review  32  such 
approved  schemes  were  completed. 

During  the  year  113  private  houses  and  76  council  houses  were 
provided  with  a mains  supply. 


20 


fj 


Table  of  Analysis  of  Samples 
for  the  year. 

(a)  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 


Chemical  Analysis. 

Number 

of 

Samples 

collected  ...  ..: 

4 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

3 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Number  of  Supplies  collected 

..  100 

Number  of  Samples  satisfactory 

..  73 

* 

Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory 

..  27 

(b)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 


Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Number  of  Samples  collected 
Number  of  Samples  satisfactory 
Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory 


127 

60 

67 


House  Connections. 


Main  Supplies.  Private  Supplies. 


DIRECT  TO  HOUSE.  BY  STANDPIPE. 

No.  of  Popul-  No.  of  Popul-  No.  of  Popul- 
Houses.  ation.  Houses.  ation.  Houses,  ation. 


Llandiio  Rural 

545. 

1950 

70 

1 

488 

446 

1830 

Llanegwad 

92 

321 

33 

1 

i 

100 

209 

677 

Llaugadock 

226 

670 

12 

i 

I 

32 

235 

767 

Llanddeusant 

10 

43 

7 

j 

i 

15 

90 

225 

Llaudingat  Without 

.2 

7 

! 

i 

i 

85 

252 

Llandyfeisant 

7 

22 

... 

1 

i 

12 

51 

Lianfairybry  n 

24 

66 

8 

1 

30 

138 

568 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

212 

837 

27 

i 

124 

81 

237 

Llanfy  nydd 

27 

86 

18 

i 

i 

36 

123 

OY 

CO 

Llangathen 

3 

10 

33 

1 

107 

126 

472 

Llansadwrn 

26 

105 

18 

j 

59 

123 

368 

Llansawel 

43 

118 

23 

i 

53 

86 

281 

Llanwrda 

... 

... 

115 

355 

Talley 

28 

60 

7 

2 

90 

230 

Conwil  Caio 

19 

16 

10 

i 

31 

306 

877 

Cilycwm 

• 

... 

i 

204 

464 

Myddfai 

... 

i 

... 

161 

535 

Bettws 

275 

928 

1 

3 

18 

60 

Llandebic 

2125 

7715 

15 

! 

49 

95 

280 

Quarter  Bach 

845 

2554 

7 

I 

29 

19  | 

1 

73 
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Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation. 

Progress  in  the  conversion  of  conservancy  systems  into  water 
carriage  systems  throughout  the  area  has  been  disappointingly  slow 
during  the  year.  Nor  can  any  marked  improvement  he  expected  in  this 
direction  until  the  sewerage  schemes  now  in  various  stages  of  prepar- 
ation are  realised. 

Ihere  is  a school  of  thought  which  firmly  advances  the  view  that 
a water  carriage  ssytem  although  desirable,  is  not  essential  for  the 
maintenance  or  promotion  of  health:  in  other  words  that  it  is  an  amenity 
and  a luxury.  Rightly  or  wronglv  I am  positively  opposed  to  this 
view  and  even  at  the  risk  of  been  deemed  old  fashioned,  claim  that  a 
water  carriage  system  is  essential  for  the  maintenance  and  promotion  of 
health  within  a community.  This  is  the  viewpoint  I would  wish  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Olley  and  Gentlemen,  to  accept,  that  you  may  con- 
tinue to  treat  this  matter  with  the  gravest  concern  and  with  that  degree 
of  urgency  it  demands  and  merits. 

During  the  year  under  review,  a water  carriage  system  was  pro- 
vided for  each  of  nineteen  dwelling  houses  and  improved  closet  accom- 
modation for  three  dwellings. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Despite  the  fact  that  a public  cleansing  service  operates  through- 
out the  Council’s  area,  considerable  time  is  taken  up  by  the  Department 
in  dealing  with  scattered  unauthorised  and  uncontrolled  refuse  tips. 
Such  action  is  totally  unwarranted  and  sadly  reflects  upon  the  mentality 
of  so  many  of  our  ratepayers.  Every  possible  tactic  is  employed  in  an 
attempt  to  discourage  this  practice,  which  disfigures  our  countryside, 
causes  nuisance,  and  provides  focal  points  of  real  danger  to  public* 
health. 

. The  regular  and  systematic  dressing  of  the  surfaces  of  the  Coun- 
cil’s public  refuse  dumps  would  do  much  to  reduce  their  unsightliness 
and  decrease  the  risk  of  rat  and  insect  infestations  and  other  conditions 
likely  to  be  injurious  to  health.  Even  if  it  means  (he  purchasing  of  tip 
covering  material,  such  purchases  in  my  opinion,  would  prove  a sound 
investment. 

Rodent  Control. 

This  public  service  is,  I believe,  the  least  relished  by  local  auth- 
orities. And  yet,  when  the  subject  is  considered  seriously  and  without 
prejudice,  it  proves  to  be  of  vital  importance  in  the  field  of  public 


23 


health.  The  health  and  economy  'of  the  country  depend,  in  jarge 
measure,  upon  the  activities  of  local  authorities  in  keeping  the  rat 
population  at  a minimum.  Slackness  in  this  direction  can  undoubtedly 
have  serious  consequences.  And  as  rats  know  no  bounds,  it  is  imper- 
ative that  every  local  authority  should  tackle  the  problem  with  vigour, 
in  fairness  to  its  own  ratepayers;  its  neighbouring  authorities,  and  the 
country  as  a whole. 

In  so  far  as  this  authority  is  concerned,  I believe  you  are  fully 
aware  of  the  extremely . good  work  which  has  been  carried  out  in  this 
direction  by  my  two  rodent  operators.  They  have  served  me  loyally 
throughout  the  year,  and  without  their  conscientious  efforts  the  rat 
population  within  the  Council’s  area  would  undoubtedly  have  reached 
frightening  proportions  by  this  time. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
not  reported  a single  case  of  any  rat-borne  disease  having  occurred 
within  your  area  during  the  year. 

SUMMARY  OF  CONTROL  MEASURES. 


Block  Treatments. 


Type  of 
Property. 

No.  of 
Inspect- 
ions. 

No.  of 
Treat- 
ments. 

No.  of 
Sec.  4 
Notices. 

No.  No.  of 

Premises. 

No.  of 
M.H. 

L.A.  Property 

29 

27 

Dwellings 

807 

173 

... 

. . . 

. , , 

Business  Premises 

4 

4 

... 

Agrie.  Property 

41 

6 

41 

5 

TOTAL 

881 

204 

... 

6 

41 

i 

i 5 

Schools. 

The  schools  in  the  iliore  urban  parts  of  your  district,  together 
wnh  their  kitchens,  and  dining  rooms,  need  cause  you  little  concern. 
Those  in  the  rural  areas,  however,  for  the  most  part,  leave  much  to  be 
desired.  And  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  local  authority,  very  often, 
that  is  much  to  blame  lor  this  prolonged  out-dated  state  of  affairs, 
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The  importance  of  Hygiene  in  the  School  curriculum  is  emphas- 
ised today  more  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  But  the  school  child 
cannot  he  taught  the  practical  application  of  hygienic  principles  unless 
the  necessary  facilities  for  applying  them  are  at  hand.  Water  Supply 
and  sewerage  arc  urgent  necessities  in  the  country  school,  and  1 would 
respectfully  urge  you  to  pursue  this  matter  in  your  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage  Committee  that,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Education  Comm- 
ittee, our  smaller  but  present  time  essential  rural  schools,  shall  be 
modernised  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

One  school  during  the  year,  viz.: — Llangadock  C.P.  School,  has 
been  provided  with  sufficient  and  satisfactory  water  closet  and  urinal 
accommodation  and  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

Factories. 

One  notification  relating  to  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation 
was  received  from  II.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories  during  the  year.  This 
wras  follow'ed  up  and  the  default  remedied. 

In  all,  thirty-two  inspections  of  factories  were  made  and  rarely 
was  it  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  occupier  to  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  Factories  Act. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Greater  publicity  than  ever  before  is  being  given  to  this  subject 
and  the  protection  of  the  public’s  food  supplies  has  become  one  of  the 
prior  fields  of  activity  in  public  health  departments.  Nor  has  your  own 
department  lagged  behind  in  this  respect  during  the  year.  In  all,  266 
visits  were  made  to  all  types  of  food  premises  within  the  area  and  in 
addition,  attention  has  been  paid  to  vehicles,  utensils  and  personnel  of 
itinerant  dealers  trading  within  the  area.  Although  no  proceedings  have 
been  taken  for  offences  committed  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the  Byelaws  for  the  Handling,  Wrapping 
and  Delivery  .of  Food,  many  traders  have  been  warned  for  various 
contraventions  and  advised  how  best  (to  equip  and  conduct  their  premises 
with  a view  to  obviating  the  .risk  of  contamination  of  foodstuffs.  It  has 
been  encouraging  to  note  the  willingness  of  traders  to  co-operate  with 
me  in  my  endeavour  to  promote  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food 
premises. 

Occasional  lectures  on  food  hygiene  were  given  during  the  winter 
months.  Unfortunately,  these  were  to  small  local  organisations  and  not 
to  large  representative  groups  of  the  public. 
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MEAT  : 

During  the  year,  twenty-eight  visits  were  made  to  butcher  shops 
when  284,'  lb.  of  meat  and  ollals  were  condemned.  The  causes  of  un- 
scundness  were  primarily  bruising,  moulds  and  decomposition.  The  bulk 
of  this  meat  was  of  foreign  origin. 

MILK  : 

Practically  all  milk  now  retailed  within  your  area  .is  .designated 
milk.  During  the  year,  eighteen  licences  were  issued  authorising  the 
use  of  the  designation  Pasteurised:  six  authorising  the  use  of  the  desig- 
nation Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised):  twenty  ,authorising  the  use  of  (he 
designation  Tuberculin  Tested:  and  eight  authorising  the  use  of  the  des- 
ignation Sterilised. 

Six  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were  collected  for  bac- 
teriological examination  and  all  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

ICE  CREAM  : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  thirty-seven  premises  were 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  as  follows  : — 

Sale  of  pre-packed  Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Manufacture  and  Sale  by  cold  mix  method  ...  ...  ...  l 

Manufacture  and  Sale  by  hot  mix  method  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  ...  ...  37 

Fourteen  samples  were  collected  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  the  results  being  as  follows,  viz  : — 

Grade  1 o 

Grade  2 3 

Grade  3 7 

Grade  4 ^ 

Copies  of  the  analyst’s  reports  arc  forwarded  to  the  respective 
dealers  and  where  the  results  fall  into  Grade  3 or  Grade  4 follow-up 
visits  are  made  and  the  manufacturer  advised  and  guided  in  the  many 
precautions  he  must  necessarily  take  during  the  course  of  manufacture. 

Mobile  vans  operate  from  three  of  your  registered  premises  and 
all  are  well  designed  and  equipped  with  hot  and  cold  water,  towels,  etc. 
Samples  are  collected,  whenever  opportunity  presents  itself,  from  mobile 
vans  operating  within  your  district  but  obtaining  their  ice-cream  from 
premises  registered  with  another  local  authority. 
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LICENSED  PREMISES : 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  1 made  mention  of  a survey  which  ha  I 
been  carried  out,  of  all  licensed  premises  within  your  area.  The  response 
from  owners  generally,  was  extremely  encouraging.  Improved  sanitary 
accommodation,  separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes,  and  the  provision 
of  hot  and  cold  water,  sink,  etc.,  behind  the  bar  are  a few  of  the 
more  important  items  which  are  gradually  being  incorporated  into  all 
such  establishments. 

MISCELLANEOUS  FOOD  PREMISES  : 

Grocers,  greengrocers,  fried  fish  shops,  bakehouses,  etc.,  have  also 
been  subject  to  strict  supervision  during  the  year.  The  following  .is  a 
summary  of  improvements  carried  out  at  various  food  premises  within 


the  Council’s  area  : — 

Structural  repairs  to  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Structural  repairs  to  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  3 

Interior  decorating  and  painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Improved  lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Improved  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  refuse  bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Improved  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Provision  of  sinks  and  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  6 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


FOOD  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION  : 

The  following  foods,  being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  were 
condemned  during  the  year,  viz.: — 


Nature  of  Food. 

Reason  for  Condemnation.  Amt. 

Meat  and  Offals 

Bruising,  Moulds, 
decomposition 

284j  lbs. 

Prunes 

Moulds 

31  lbs. 

Rice 

Moulds 

56  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

Blown  & Damaged  Tins... 

47  Tins. 

Tinned  Fruit 

Blown  & Damaged  Tins... 

114  Tins. 

Tinned  Milk 

Blown  & Damaged  Tins... 

137  Tins. 

Misc.  Tinned  Foods 

Blown  & Damaged  Tins... 

183  Tins. 
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Housing. 

The  following  are  the  house  construction  figures  for  the  year 
under  review  compared  with  those  for  the  previous  year  : — 


1953.  1952. 

Number  of  Council  Houses  erected  ...  ...  76  114 

Number  of  Council  Houses  under  construction  ...  48  66 

Number  of  Private  Houses  erected  ...  ...  13  13 

Number  of  Private  Houses  under  construction  ...  21  17 

Number  of  Families  rehoused  in  Council  Houses  ...  97  86 


The  Council’s  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  shows 
very  little  change  as  the  following  table  indicates  : — 


Parish  or  Ward. 


Number  of  Applicants. 
1952.  1953. 


Bettws  Lower 

Bettws  Upper  < 

Heolddu 

Llandebie 

Quarter  Bach  No.  1 and  Glynamman 

Quarter  Bach  No.  2 

Penygroes 

Saron 

Caio 

Cilycwm 

Llangathen 

Llangadock 

Llansadwrti 

Llanddeusant 

Llansawel 

Llanwrda 

Llanfynydd 

Llaufihangel  Aberbythich 

Llandilo  South 

Llandlio  North 

Myddfai 

Talley 

Llanegwad 

Cyngbordy 


44 

25 

4 

156 

103 

24 

78 

147 

9 

7 

11 

23 
7 
7 
7 
9 
7 

40 

42 

24 
4 
7 


45 

24 

6 

108 

.134 

34 

65 

161 

4 
9 

5 
26 

4 

4 

7 

11 

1 

30 

39 

22 

4 

7 

18 

2 


TOTAL 


...  792 


770 
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FILTHY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  year,  two  private  houses  were  found  to  be  bug- 
infested  These  were  treated  by  officers  of  the  Department  and  the 
cost  of  the  operations  recovered  from  the  occupiers. 


Four  Council  Houses  were  found  to  be  in  a dirty  condition. 
Regular  routine  visits  resulted  in  a marked  improvement  in  their  con- 
dition. In  all,  162  visits  to  Council  Houses  were  made  during  the  year. 


ACCOMMODATION  SURVEY  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


During  the  year,  I carried  out  an  accommodation  survey  of 
Council  Houses,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  you  with  a full 
report  of  my  findings  and  mv  recommendations.  Fully  as  I appreciate 
the  still  desperate  housing  problem  which  confronts  you,  I feel  that  the 
time  is  now  ripe  for  quietly  withdrawing  from  your  present  policy  of 
permitting  sub-letting  in  council  houses.  Much  good  has  been  done 
and  many  difficult  problems  have  been  solved  by  this  policy.  Now,  how- 
ever, as  I have  already  intimated,  I believe  that  by  a gradual  and; 
easy  change  of  policy,  our  steadfast  aim  for  the  future  should  be  a 
separate  home  for  each  separate  family. 


PARC  GLAS : 

Following  my  report  and  recommendations  on  the  re-housing of 
the  families  resident  at  the  Parc  Glas  Hutments,  presented  for  your 
consideration  in  January  of  this  year,  great  strides  have  been  made  in 
your  effort  to  find  new  houses  for  these  families.  The  following  table 


indicates  clearly 

the  progress 

made  during 

the  year  : — 

Date.  . 

No.  Huts. 

No.  Vacant. 

No.  Families. 

Population. 

Jan.,  1953 

26 

0 

31 

128 

Dec.,  1953 

22 

2 

24 

99 

It  is  anticipated  that  steady  progress  will  continue  into  the 
Spring  and  early  Summer  of  1954.  Thereafter,  the  Council  will  be  faced 
with  its  most  formidable  problem  in  connection  with  Parc  Glas— the 
rehousing  of  the  remaining  “problem  families.” 


IMPROVEMENTS  TO  PRIVATE  HOUSES  : 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  Grants  under  the 
Housing  Act.  1949,  approved  by  the  Council  during  the  year  were 
almost  treble  those  approved  in  the  previous  twelve  months.  The  ex- 
penditure involved  amounted  to  £14,381  and  the  grants  allowed  am- 
ounted to  £7,167. 

Twenty  such  approved  schemes  were  completed  during  the  year. 
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ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

1.  r^r.mbcr  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9)  NIL. 

2.  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owner  after 

service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9)  NIL. 

3.  Ni  mber  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  Local 

Authority  in  default  of  owners  NIL. 

4.  Number  of  houses  reconstructed  as  a result  of  action  under 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  ...  6 

5-  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  5 

6.  Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling  houses  over- 

crowded (Section  66  .'2))  "NIL. 

7.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  overcrowding  was  abated 

after  service  of  formal  notice  NIL. 

8.  Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  (Section  12)  1 

9.  Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in  res- 

pect of  which  closing  orders  were  determined  the  tene- 
ment room  having  been  rendered  fit  "NIL. 


CONCLUSION  : 

The  year  has  proved  to  be  an  extremely  busy  one,  but  a very 
happy  one  none  the  less.  My  thanks  are  again  due  to  all  member^  of 
the  Council  for  their  kindly  interest;  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  zealous  assistance:  and  to 
my  colleagues  in  other  departments  who  have  so  willingly  and  readily 
co-operated  with  me  in  so  many  aspects  of  my  work. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Olley,  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  THOMAS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


* 


* 


